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“Giindin birinde ucmak isteyen, énce dogrulmayi ve yliriimeyi ve kosmayi ve tirmanmayi ve hora tepmeyi
ogrenmelidir. Ugmaya ucmakla baslayamaz kisi.”

Friedrich Nietzsche

Koza kelimesinin koki, Antik Yunanca Kokkos “tohum” ve Latince Coccum “tane” anlamina gelen
sozcliklere dayanir. Sozctigin etimolojik seriivenine gdre, kelimenin kabuk anlami kazanmasi, Fransizca
“kabuk” anlamina gelen coque kelimesinden tiireyen “cocon” nun diger modern dillere ge¢mesi ile
gerceklesir. Ingilizcede cocoon olarak bilinen bu sozciik, isim olarak dogal koruyucu bir kaplama; 1986
yilinda fiil olarak kullanilmaya baslandiginda ise “iceride kalmak ve eylemsiz olmak” anlamina geliyordu.
Yani, koza koruma amaciyla dis dinyadan mutlak sekilde soyutlayarak saran kabuk anlamina geliyor.

sinirli bir hacimde var olan, gelisen bir hayata isaret eder. Kaderi belli olan her tirtil, bu “ayni” seriiveni
kendi kozasinda farkli sekilde yasar. Tirtilin kelebege donlisme strecini birice bakis anidir. Insan kendi 6z
benligine dair farkindaligi da benzer bir ice bakis tecribesidir. Tipki bir tirtilin kendi {izerine koza 6rmesi
ve bir kelebek olarak yeniden dogacagi zamana kadar kendini dis diinyadan soyutlayip icine donmesi gibi
insan da kendini kesfetmek ve sonunda bilmek icin icine, kabuguna doner zaman zaman. Iste kelebegin
serliveninde heyecan verici sey de budur: Bir ucu yasam bir ucu 6lim olan sinirli gizgisel zamanda kendi
icine donlip siradan zamani durdurdugu essiz anlar.

iste icimdeki Kelebek, yaratim slirecinde kendini diinyaya mutlak sekilde kapatan, ice yonelen, (jzgenc'in
bu mutlak kisisel i¢ deneyini yansitiyor.

“Resimlerimdeki koza imgesi ve tirtilin hiclik boyutlarindaki degiskenligi, gérinir olan kelebegin
goriinmez olan zamanin hiclikteki anlamini ifade etmektedir. Zamanin katmanlari ise varligi 6limle
sonlandiran bir bekleyise siiriiklemektedir” diyen Ozgeng, koza imgesiyle 6limle yasam arasinda, sonlu
bir zaman ve mekanda sonsuz bir miicadeleyi vurgulamak istiyor.

Neslihan Ozgenc'in besinci kisisel sergisi olan icimdeki Kelebek, yapitlarinda varlik, hiclik ve erotizm gibi
konulariniisleyen ressamin, bu konulari kelebek kozasi imgesi tizerinden tartistigi son donem islerinden
olusuyor.

Ressam, siyah fonu koza igindeki ne tirtil ne de kelebek denecek entitenin dis diinyadan soyutlanmisligini
vurgulamak icin kullaniyor ve bu sayede izleyiciye bu inzivayl Araf benzeri bir arada kalmislik hissi
yaratarak resmediyor. Siyah zeminin yarattigi bu bosluk ve arada kalmislik hissi, koza icinden ¢ikan ve
yasamiimleyen aydinlik hareket ile zitlik icinde. Siyah zeminin dinginligi ve aydinligiyutma cabasi, aydinlik
alanin devingenligi ve yasama azmi ile bir gerilim halinde. Ozgeng, husu icinde var olan kozanin icindeki
devinimi, yasami ve doniisimu bu aydinlik hareketle disariya tasiyor. Bu hareketle kozanin icindeki
dunyanin bir ipucunu veriyor izleyicisine. Boylece izleyicisini hem kozanin icine davet ediyor ve hem de
disinda birakiyor. Zaman ve mekanin bilindik anlamlarini kaybettigi bu i¢ deneyimin siradisi zamansallik
duygusunu vermek icin transparan katmanlari st iste boyayan ressam, bu metotla tuvalde fotograf
etkisi yaratan bir gorsellik yakaliyor.

Nihayetinde icimdeki Kelebek ile Ozgenc, sergisi izleyicisini bir ic deneye, bir “self-to-self” hissini
deneyimlemeye cesaret etmeye cagiriyor.

Tugba AYAS

He who would learn to fly one day must first learn to stand and walk and run and climb and dance; one
cannot fly into flying.

Friedrich Nietzsche

Cocoon is the form of staying inside and being still. It is an absolute seclusion, a state of being all alone.
It means turning to oneself, being separated and then reuniting with oneself, mixing and multiplying with
oneself, and being completely reborn. It is closed to the external time, and bound to an internal time.

The word cocoon derives from the words Kokkos, “seed” in Ancient Greek, and Coccum, “berry”in Latin.
According to the word's etymological adventure, the word acquires the meaning of crust, when “cocon’,
which derives from coque in French, meaning “crust’, passes onto other modern languages. Known
in English as cocoon, this word means a natural covering, and since 1986 it has been used as a verb
meaning “staying inside and being still”. Therefore, cocoon means an enveloping crust that isolates one
absolutely from the external world with the aim of protection.

The relationship between a cocoon and caterpillar resembles the relationship between an individual and
his own self. Cocoon is a limited form, and hence it points to a kind of life that takes place and develops in a
limited volume. Every caterpillar, whose destiny is determined, goes through the “same” adventure in its
own cocoon in different ways. The process of transforming from a caterpillar into a butterfly is a moment
of looking inside. A human being’s awareness of his own self is a similar experience of looking inside.
Just like a caterpillar's weaving a cocoon on itself and being isolated from the external world turning
inwardly until the time comes when it is reborn as a butterfly, human beings also return to their crusts
sometimes in order to discover and finally to know themselves. This is the exciting thing in a butterfly’s
adventure: The matchless moments when it stops the ordinary time turning inwardly, in the limited linear
time whose one point is life and the other is death.

The Butterfly in Me reflects the absolutely personal inner experiment of Ozgen¢, who completely shut
herself off the external world and turned inwardly during the process of creation.

Ozgenc who says that “The image of cocoon and mutability of caterpillar verging on the dimensions of
nothingness express the meaning of a visible butterfly and invisible time inside nothingness. And, the
layers of time drag a living thing into a waiting period, which ends it with death,” wants to emphasise the
infinite struggle between life and death in a finite time and space with the image of cocoon.

Neslihan Ozgenc's fifth solo exhibition The Butterfly in Me comprises the latest works of the painter
discussing issues such as existence, nothingness and eroticism over the imagery of butterfly cocoons.

The painter uses backgrounds in black so as to emphasise the isolation of the entity in cacoon from
the external world, which can neither be called a caterpillar nor butterfly, and thereby she paints this
seclusion by evoking a sense of being in-between, like Purgatory, in the viewers. This void and sense of
being in-between, which the black backgrounds have created, are in contrast to the bright movement
that emerges out of cocoons and marks life. The serenity of the black background and its effort to
swallow light, the dynamism of brightness and the will to live are in a state of tension. Ozgeng carries the
dynamism, life and transformation which take place inside a cocoon with awe, outside of it via this bright
gesture. Owing to this gesture, she gives clues of the world inside a cocoon. Therefore, she both invites
the viewer into the cocoon, and also leaves him outside. The painter, who paints transparent layers over
and over in order that this inner experience, in which time and space lose their known meanings, gives
an extraordinary sense of temporality, grasps a kind of visuality that gives the impression of photography
on canvas with this method.

Allin all, Ozgenc invites the viewers to dare to experience an inner experiment, a “self-to-self” emotion
with The Butterfly in Me.
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UYANIS tuval iizeri akrilik ve yagliboya, 120x100 cm., 2011, imzali

AWAKENING acrylic and oil on canvas, 120x100 cm., 2011, signed

|

CEMRE tuval lizeri akrilik ve yagliboya, 100x120 cm., 2011, imzali
FEBRUARY WARMTH acrylic and oil on canvas, 100x120 cm., 2011, signed



KELEBEKTEN;

Yasam, bir dongiiniin biraktigi izde, matemin karanligindaki isigin gorinmezliginde bir sirdir:
Varlik katmanlarim bu sirrin pesinde.

lcinden cikip disinda kaldigim alt benligim, 6limd simdiden tatmaya basladi bile. Ben ise
imgelerinin sonsuz derinliklerine yol aldim. Once boslugu boyadim, sonra geceden daha koyu
golgeleri karartim.

Oliimiin son soguk nefesini serptim, uzamin bilinmezligine renklerimi ekledim, sen bile bilmezdin,
bendeki bu cesareti... Senin icinde dnce seni sonlandirip, seni her defasinda sana geri verip,
zamana tuzak kurdugumu.

Karanligin cennetinde ozglirim artik, senden bile uzaklara sevdalarimi génderiyorum.

Bir icinden ¢ikip, bir icine giren sancilarina agitlar yakiyorum, 6zgiirliigiimdin en kirilgan dallarina
Isiklar sdrtiyorum, agitimin haykirisi gibi zamanin icinde gegitler Griyorum ve ardimdan hikéyemi
sonlandirma diye yeniden simsiyah bir yiizeye geciyorum, Sirlarin diinyasina.

Sen kanatlarimin ucuculugunda bu sirrin neresindesin?

Diisler dleminde batirdigin gemilerin icini kaplayan suda kendini bulacaksin, artik taptigin bosluk,
yapayalniz degil, sen de sirrin cok uzaginda degilsin artik...

KELEBEGE:

Beni benden alip beni bana geri tekrar vermen, yasamin zamansalligina karsi durmak gibi,
varligin hiclikle olan miicadelesinde kendine kahramanlik alani yaratmak gibi.

Ben bir sir avcisiyim.

Yasama dair her ne sir varsa senin kanadina takilip ona ulasmak istiyorum, seni tekrar tekrar
yaratip, icinde tasidigin binlerce metaforun oradigii aga dolanip, en biiyiik sir olmak istiyorum.

Senin bitip tiikenmeyen sonsuzlugunda, doniisimdine sahitlik ederken seni boslugumda yeniden
var etmek istiyorum. Benim icin yaktigin agitlarin gézyaslariyla acimin en giizel resmini yapmak
Istiyorum.

Bu nedenle sirlarin diyarinda, Seni tanimlayan her imgeyi, tanrisal izdlsimdiin kusursuzlugu ile
‘Veniden” diye baslayan ciimlelerimde baskalastirmak istiyorum ki sen benden beni alip beni
bana geri verebilecek glicu bulabilesin!

0 gliciin bana kattigi yerde sen de olabilesin!

Neslihan Ozgen¢

YAGMUR tuval tizeri akrilik ve yagliboya, 200x120 cm., 2011, imzali

RAIN acrylic and oil on canvas, 200x120 cm., 2011, signed

|




EROS tuval lizeri karisik teknik, 120x150 cm., 2011, imzali ASK tuval tizeri akrilik ve yagliboya, 100x120 cm., 2011, imzali

EROS mixed media on canvas, 120x150 cm., 2011, signed LOVE acrylic and oil on canvas, 100x120 cm., 2011, signed
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KIRILMA diptik, tuval iizeri akrilik ve yagliboya, 120x200 cm., 2011, imzali

BREAK dypthic, acrylic and oil on canvas, 120x200 cm., 2011, signed




iCiM DISIM tuval lizeri akrilik ve yagliboya, 130x150 cm., 2011, imzali

INSIDE OF ME, OUTSIDE OF ME acrylic and oil on canvas, 130x150 cm., 2011, signed
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VUSLAT tuval iizeri akrilik ve yagliboya, 120x150 cm., 2011, imzali

REUNION acrylic and oil on canvas, 120x150 cm., 2011, signed
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iCIMDEKI SIR DEGIL tuval iizeri akrilik ve yagliboya, 100x120 cm., 2011, imzali

WHAT'S IN ME IS NOT ASECRET acrylic and oil on canvas, 100x120 cm., 2011, signed
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SALKIM tuval tizeri akrilik ve yagliboya, 150x130 cm., 2011, imzali
CLUSTER acrylic and oil on canvas, 150x130 cm., 2011, signed
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YOLCU tuval iizeri akrilik ve yagliboya, 120x150 cm., 2011, imzali
TRAVELLER acrylic and oil on canvas, 120x150 cm., 2011, signed
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KIZIL DUS tuval iizeri akrilik ve yagliboya, 130x150 cm., 2011, imzali

CRIMSON DREAM acrylic and oil on canvas, 130x150 cm., 2011, signed
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HIDDET tuval lizeri akrilik ve yagliboya, 130x150 cm., 2011, imzali

ANGER acrylic and oil on canvas, 130x150 cm., 2011, signed
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BULUSMA tuval iizeri akrilik ve yagliboya, 100x120 cm., 2011, imzali

MEETING acrylic and oil on canvas, 100x120 cm., 2011, signed
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HAYAT SUYU tuval Uzeri akrilik ve yagliboya, 120x150 cm., 2011, imzali

WATER OF LIFE acrylic and oil on canvas, 120x150 cm., 2011, signed

°

SALINCAK tuval Uzeri akrilik ve yagliboya, 120x100 cm., 2011, imzali

SWING acrylic and oil on canvas, 120x100 cm., 2011, signed
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FROM THE BUTTERFLY:

Lifeisasecretinatrace left by a cycle, inside the invisibility of sorrow’s darkness.
My layers of existence are after this secret.

My lower selt, out which | departed, has already begun to taste death. I, on the
other hand, have travelled to the endless depths of images. First, | painted the
void, and then | darkened the shadows, which were darker than the night.

| sprinkled the last cold breath of death, | added my colours to the obscurity of
space, even you didn't know of this courage within me... That | ended you firstly
inside of you, and each time | gave you back to you while setting traps to time...

Now | am free in the heaven of darkness, I'm sending my love to those even
farther away than you.

| am lamenting for your pains which sometimes enter you and sometimes
leave you, | am spreading lights onto the most fragile twigs of my freedom, [ am
weaving passages in time like the wail of my lament, and | am moving to a pitch
black surface again, to the world of Secrets, so that you would not put an end to
my story.

Where are you in the volatility of my wings inside this secret?

You will find yourself in the waters which cover the ships you have sunk in the
realm of dreams, now the void you adore is not all alone, and you are not very far
from the secret any more...

TO THE BUTTERFLY;

Your taking me away and then returning back to myself is like standing against
the temporality of life, it is like creating a space of heroism for oneself in the
struggle of existence with nothingness.

[am the hunter of secrets.

[ want to reach to whatever secrets there are about life by clinging onto your
wing, | want to become the biggest secret by creating you again and again, and
getting wound in the web woven by thousands of metaphors you carry inside.

While witnessing to your transformation in your unceasing infinity, | want to
recreate you in my void. | want to make the best painting of my sorrow with the
tears of laments you have sung for me.

Hence, | want to transfigure every image in the realm of secrets, which defines
You, through the perfection of divine projection and my sentences that begin with
‘once again’, so that you may find the strength to take me away and then return
back to myself!

May you also be there, the place given to me by this strength!
Neslihan Ozgen¢

LACRIMA tuval iizeri akrilik ve yagliboya, 200x170 cm., 2012, imzali

TEARDROP acrylic and oil on canvas, 200x170 cm., 2012, signed



DEVINIM tuval lizeri akrilik ve yagliboya, 130x150 cm., 2011, imzali

MOTION acrylic and oil on canvas, 130x150 cm., 2011, signed

°

ISTANBUL tuval tizeri akrilik ve yagliboya, 130x150 cm., 2011, imzali
ISTANBUL acrylic and oil on canvas, 130x150 cm., 2011, signed
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LAL tuval tizeri akrilik ve yagliboya, 120x150 cm., 2011, imzali

GARNET acrylic and oil on canvas, 120x150 cm., 2011, signed
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ZAMAN TUNELI tuval iizeri akrilik ve yagliboya, 100x120 cm., 2011, imzali

TIME TUNNEL acrylic and oil on canvas, 100x120 cm., 2011, signed
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MELAL tuval lizeri karisik teknik, 120x150 cm., 2011, imzali iCIMDEKI KELEBEK yerlestirme

TEDIUM mixed media on canvas, 120x150 cm., 2011, signed THE BUTTERFLY IN ME installation
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2009 yilindan buyana Sakarya Universitesi Glzel Sanatlar Fakiiltesi Resim
Bolimi'nde dgretim Uyesi olarak gorev yapmakta olan Ozgeng, yasamini
ve calismalarini Sakarya'da surdiirmektedir.
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She was born in 1976, in Trabzon. Having graduated from Uludag University Faculty of Education Art
Education Department in 1999, Ozgenc received her master’s degree at Anadolu University Institute of
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2009, Ozgenc lives and works in Sakarya.
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