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ACIK DUNYA

Emre Zeytinoglu

Bu sergi, Migirdic Margosyan'in “Gavur Mahallesi” ve “Biletimiz istanbul'a Kesildi” adli iki
oyku kitabi Uzerine kurulmustur. Soz konusu kitaplarda Diyarbakir kentinin eski kozmopolit
yapisi, yazarin cocukluk doneminden aktarilan birtakim olaylarla gozler onune serilir.
Olaylarin sahnesi ise agirlikli olarak Gavur Mahallesi'dir.

Torkee, KUrtge, Zazaca, Farsga, Arapga, Ermenice gibi gesitli dillerin kullanildigi bu mahalle,
elbette yasam bicimleri agisindan da bir “farklilik” icermekteydi. Ne var ki bu farkliigin bazi
“dil kaymalari”nin disinda, o zamanlar da ideal bir etkilesim yaratmadigina ya da moda tabir
ile bir “kUlturel gegislilik” olusturmadigina dikkat gekmek gerekir. Margosyan'in kitaplarinda
bize anlatilan bu mahalle, eglenceli olaylarla dolu olsa da aslinda daha derinlerde bUyUk
zorluklarin, bUyuk vahsiliklerin ve buyUk huzinlerin de izlerini tasir.

“Acik DUnya”, iki bolimden olusan bir sergidir. Birinci bolum, oykuleri okurken yapilmis
gizimlerden ve tutulmus notlardan olusur. Agikcasi bu bolUmdeki galismalar, o oykulerin
harekete gegirdigi bir tahayyUlUn Urinleridir; yani Gavur Mahallesi'ni heniz gérmeden,
uzaktan dusUnmektir. Oysa ikinci bolum, ilk bolumden tUmuUyle ayri bigimde ortaya
glkmustir ve bunlar, 2015 yilinin Subat ayinda Gavur Mahallesi'ne yapilmig bir seyahatin
belgeleridir.

ik adimda Syklerden taninan ve bir hayal diinyasi halinde beliren Gavur Mahallesi, oraya
yapilan seyahatten sonra ete kemige burUnmus ve onUmuize somut olarak serilmistir.
Iste “Acik Dinya”, hayal dinyasi ile somut diinyanin, tam da “bugiin” karsilastirildigi bir
sergidir. Ve bu karsilagtirma, artik ne eski Gavur Mahallesi'nin hayallerine ne de buginin
somutluguna bagli kalir; kaginilmaz olarak buradan yeni bir oyku cikar.

“Acik DUnya”, Margosyan'in oykulerinin iginden, o oykuleri yeniden yazmaktir; ayni
zamanda da Gavur Mahallesi'ni yeniden hayal etmektir elbette... Ama o&zellikle, o
mahallenin bugUnkU gergekligi ile birlikte...



OPEN WORLD

Emre Zeytinoglu

This exhibition is based on two story books of Migirdic Margosyan “The Infidels’ Quarter”
and “Our Ticket Was Cut For Istanbul”. The issue of the books are the old cosmopolitan
nature of the city Diyarbakir. This reveals by the author’s childhood incidents. The scene
of the events are mainly at “The Infidels’ Quarter”.

This neighborhood is using in a variety of languages such as Turkish, Kurdish, Zaza,
Persian, Arabic and Armenian, it contains a way of life in terms of “difference”. Besides this
“difference” caused some “shifting in language”. However there is a point that, it did not
create either an ideal interaction or with in a popular expression a “cultural transitivity”.
In Margosyan books the neighborhood described in amusing circumstances, but in fact in
the deeper it carries the sign of major difficulties, ferocity and sadness.

“Open World” is an exhibition consists of two sections. The first section formed from
the notes and the drawings while reading the stories. Obviously the works in this section
are products that stimulated from the imagination of the stories. But these were some
thoughts from a distance before seeing the real neighborhood. However, the second
section is appeared entirely separate from the first part and these were the documents
from the travel to “The Infidels’ Quarter” in February 2015.

In the first step the neighborhood appears from the known story in the dream world.
After this journey it is physical in front of us clad in flesh. Here is “Open World” is an
exhibition that the comparison of the dream world and the concrete world which is seen
from “today”. This comparison neither about the dreams of the old “The Infidels’ Quarter”
nor the remains of today’'s concreteness. Inevitably a new story comes out of here.

“Open World", is to re-write those stories through the Margosyan stories. And also
re-imagining “The Infidels’ Quarter”, but especially with the current reality of the
neighborhood.
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iSIMSIZ | UNTITLED
karisik malzeme mixed media
35,5x28 cm, 2015
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iSIMSiZ | UNTITLED
karisik malzeme mixed media
35,5x28 cm, 2015
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iSiMSIZ | UNTITLED
kagit Uzeri karisik malzeme mixed media on paper
355x28 cm, 2015
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iSIMSiZ | UNTITLED
karisik malzeme mixed media
15x30cm, 2015
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iSIMSIZ | UNTITLED
kagit Uzeri kursun kalem pencil on paper
355x28 cm, 2015



iSiMSIZ | UNTITLED
kagit Uzeri kursun kalem pencil on paper
35,5x28 cm, 2015
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iSIMSIZ | UNTITLED
kagit Uzeri kursun kalem pencil on paper
355x28 cm, 2015
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iSIMSIZ | UNTITLED
kagit Uzeri karisik malzeme mixed media on paper
355x28 cm, 2015
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ISIMSIZ | UNTITLED
kagit Uzeri kursun ve mirekkepli kalem pencil and pen on paper
35,5x 28 cm, 2015
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iSiMSIZ | UNTITLED
kagit Uzeri karisik malzeme mixed media on paper
355x28 cm, 2015
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iSIMSIZ | UNTITLED
kagit Uzeri kursun ve muirekkepli kalem pencil and pen on paper
355x28 cm, 2015
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iSiMSIZ | UNTITLED
kagit Uzeri kursun ve muirekkepli kalem pencil and pen on paper
355x28 cm, 2015
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iSIMSIZ | UNTITLED
kagit Uzeri kursun ve muirekkepli kalem pencil and pen on paper
355x28 cm, 2015
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iSIMSIZ | UNTITLED
kagit Uzeri murekkepli kalem ve guaj pen and gouache and ink on paper
355x28 cm, 2015
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iSIMSIZ | UNTITLED
kagit Uzeri kursun kalem pencil on paper
355x28 cm, 2015
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kagit Uzeri kursun kalem pencil on paper
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Margosyan’in ¢cocuklugunda calistigi demirci dUkkanina baktim...
Oradayd, tam SulUklU Han'in yani basinda...

I looked at the hammersmith shop where Margosyan has worked in his childhood
It was there, right next to the Suluklu Han



Sonra Dort Ayakli Minare’yi gordum, yanindan gegip gittim.

Then | saw Four-Footed Minaret, i pass it by.
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Minareyi arkamda birakip Gavur Mahallesi'ne girdim, rastgele yOrGdUm.

I leave Minaret behind me and reach to "The Infidels’ Quarter”, | walked casually.



Sokaklar bir labirent gibiydi, nereye dogru gittigimi bilemiyordum.

I was not sure about wk | was heading for, the streets were like a labyrinth
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Uzun suUre amagsizca dolastim...

I wandered aimlessly for a long time



Mar PetyUn Sokagr'na ulastim ve oraya girdim.

| reached to Mar Petyun Street and entered there

Sokak beni Surp Giragos Kilisesi'nin gan kulesine gikardi.

The Street brought me to the Surp Giragos Church’s bell tower.
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Ve karsimda soyle bir tabela buldum, bu kez de hemen o sokaga saptim.

And | found a sign in front of like above, this time immediately | turn to the street.

Margosyan Sokagi bir duvarla kesilmisti ve duvardaki kapidan bir avlu goroniUyordu.

Margosyan Street was cut by a wall and a yard is seen from the door on the wall
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Avlunun goruntusu, iceriden boyleydi. Margosyan'in evi bunlardan biri olmaliydi, acaba hangisi?
Ama benim aklima o anda nedense, evi bulmak yerine once log tasi geldi.
Hala o korkung tas avluda miydi, onca yil sonra?
KUcUk oyuklara, moloz yiginlarinin aralarina, yikik dokUk duvarlarin arkalarina baktim.
Derken, duvara yaslanmis demir bir kapiya gozum takildi, oraya dogru gittim.

The view of courtyard was like that from inside
The house of Margosyan had to be one of them, wondered which one?
But for some reason at that moment the ‘log stone’ has come to my mind rather than finding the house
Was that horrible stone still in the courtyard, after all those years?
I looked at to small cavities, at the back of the tumble down walls and searched in the piles of rubble
Suddenly the iron wall that was leaning against the wall ought my eyes, i went through it
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Log tast... Degirmenci Kirt Hiso'nun degirmen tasindan bile agir, o korkung tas...
Avlunun kuytu bir kosesine sinmis, yillardir dylece bekliyordu.

Log stone..Even heavier than the Miller Kurdish HUso's mill stone, it was that horrible stone
It was crouched into a corner nook of the courtyard, waiting for decades
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